
A note from Jacqui
It was so lovely to catch up with many of you at our recent Annual Branch Conference. Thank you for making

the effort to travel to Manly in such inclement weather. We enjoyed celebrating your fabulous achievements

with you and I hope you enjoyed all the activities as much as we did. We were thrilled to show you around the

Centre for Country Kids and share our plans. For those that couldn’t be with us, you can read more about the

conference in our "wrap up" article inside.

 

It is a very exciting time to be at Royal Far West, as our services continue to grow, and our innovative work gets

greater recognition across Australia. All of this helps raise the voice for country kids, so we can reach many

more in the future. The greatest evidence of this was the recent budget commitment of $19.7 million over 7

years by the Federal Government. This money will be used to improve our systems, so we can scale to a whole

new level. Once we have completed this work over the next 2 years we will continue to expand our Telecare

program into new areas across the country, doubling our beneficiaries over the funding period.

 

Macquarie Bank Foundation has also noticed us, in fact we are one of just 12 organisations worldwide that

have progressed to the final round of the stringent application process. To celebrate turning 50 this year, the

Foundation is granting 5 organisations $10 million over 5 years. We have worked incredibly hard on our

application and are hoping to be in the final 5. If we are successful, this money will allow us to go to the

hardest places in remote and very remote areas to help improve outcomes for children and families living in

these communities.

 

On a sadder note, our CEO Lindsay Cane has asked us to mention the passing of Jessie Punton, whose 90th

birthday we commemorated at the Ride for Country Kids stop in West Wyalong earlier this year. Lindsay’s

speech that night included celebrating the significant contribution that Jessie had made to Royal Far West, to

our West Wyalong Branch, and to the greater community.
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Jessie was a Royal Far West Board Member from 1997 to 2009, and a Scheme

Member until her passing. A Vice-President, Life Member and Patron, Jessie joined

the West Wyalong Branch in 1973 and gave 46 years of service to Royal Far West. A

Director of Nursing at Wyalong and District Hospital for 39 years, Jessie “Matron” had

more than 50 years of nursing experience. Lindsay described her as “an exceptional

lady” and expressed appreciation for Jessie’s “many, many years of exceptional

service to Royal Far West and to countless wonderful children and families”.

 

Above: Jessie Punton.

 

 

 

 

Warmest regards,

Jacqui Emery

Business Director, Royal Far West
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Branch Conference Wrap Up

We were absolutely delighted to welcome 31 Branch Members from 12 of our 18 branches to the

2019 Branch Conference – the first to be held in the new Centre for Country Kids in Manly.

 

The three-day conference was a wonderful opportunity for the Manly team to meet or catch up

with so many dedicated Branch Members. Lindsay Cane, John Pack, Richard Barron and Jacqui

Emery officiated or presented on the first day of the conference, which was dedicated to

acknowledging the marvellous contribution of all of our Branches and their Members, as well as

celebrating a number of milestone Branch anniversaries and Member’s birthdays.

Additionally, Dr Robert Brooks, our new Research

Manager, did a fascinating, interactive

presentation about our research program.

 

The annual luncheon on the final day was a great

way to bring the conference to a close. The

Novotel Manly Pacific was very generous and

kindly sponsored our buffet luncheon, and we all

enjoyed a lovely afternoon of delicious food, a few

drinks and wonderful company.

 

The Manly team really appreciates all the kind

feedback we have received from the conference

attendees, and we’re looking forward to catching

up with everyone again soon. Thank you to

everyone for making this Branch Conference such

a great experience – we loved it!

Above:  This beautiful photograph was taken of Branch Members at the 2019 Branch Conference in June along with the RFW team.

The second day of the conference was jam-

packed, with Branch Presidents or

representatives giving their annual report,

followed by presentations and workshops by our

Fundraising and Human Resource teams. The

busy day ended with a bingo extravaganza! A

huge thank you to the Manildra ladies for putting

on such a fun evening, and to everyone for

contributing – we raised more than $500!

 

The final day featured presentations about each

of our programs. Health Director Katherine

Burchfield gave a fabulous introduction and brief

update, then we heard from Jenny and Grace

from the Healthy Kids Bus Stop team. Wade and

Lindsay did a Telecare presentation, Caroline

Harris presented the Paediatric Developmental

Program and Fiona Phipps provided an update

on the Windmill Program. 
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Branch Conference Photos
Below: A great collection of some photographs from our recent Branch Conference.
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Reminders
By now, all Branches should have received a post-conference pack that includes the presentation

slides, information and requests for feedback on collateral, merchandise, t-shirts etc.

 

We will be placing orders for t-shirts, collateral and merchandise in due course, however we need
feedback and quantities from your Branch so the ordering process is as economical as
possible. Your prompt reply to our requests for sizes, quantities and items would be much
appreciated. Thank you to those who have already begun sending through their information and

feedback.

 

If you need another copy of the pack, please contact Kim on branches@royalfarwest.org.au or 

1800 961 001.

Updates
Coffs Harbour
"Small in numbers, but large in heart"; 70 years of Royal Far West in Coffs Harbour!
March 2019 marked the 70th anniversary of Royal Far West in Coffs Harbour. To commemorate this

milestone, a wonderful exhibition celebrating our work in the community was researched and

curated by John Van Schie from Southern Cross University, Kylie Castor, and Jo Besley and

Catherine Fogarty from Coffs Harbour City Council.

 

The exhibition shows the integral role Royal Far West played in the provision of health care in Coffs

Harbour, highlighting how members of the community rallied together, often in the face of

isolation, financial scarcity and official indifference, to address the health needs of the Coffs Coast

region. The stories of Les and Joyce Ryan, Betty Trustum and Branch Life Member Jill Gill and her

mother Olive Walker took pride of place in the exhibition.

 

A lovely morning tea was held on 21st March to open the exhibition at the Coffs Harbour Museum,

where Tara Tan from our Manly office presented Coffs Harbour Branch President Anne Frost with a

special anniversary certificate. A heartfelt thank you to Council and Museum staff and volunteers for

hosting the special morning.

Branch

Above: Exhibit from the exhibition.
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Leeton’s Gala
On 18th May Leeton held its annual fundraising gala dinner, with the local Mayor Cr Paul Maytom

coming along to enjoy the festivities. The auctioneer and local singers provided fabulous

entertainment for the guests, and the plentiful auction and raffle items helped bring the night’s

takings to more than $2,200.

Below: A great collection of shots from the Leeton Gala held on 18th May.

Port Macquarie’s Rotary Award
A big congratulations to our Port Macquarie

Branch for being selected for the Rotary Club of

Port Macquarie’s inaugural ‘Quiet Achiever

Award’. Special congratulations to Norma Taylor

for receiving the award for her tireless

dedication to Royal Far West and the successful

running of the Op Shop. 

 

The award was presented at a Rotary dinner in

May, where Norma was very surprised and

absolutely delighted to be announced as the

recipient. Along with the framed certificate

which is now proudly hanging in the Op Shop

window, the Port Macquarie Branch also

received a $1,000 donation from Rotary.

Above: Rotary President John Sheppard, Norma Taylor & Alice Miller.
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Healthy Kids Bus Stop (HKBS)
Our Healthy Kids Bus Stop team was recently in Murrurundi

and Muswellbrook offering our comprehensive free health

screening program to country children aged 3-5 years.  

Children need to be registered prior to the program, so if

you’re able to help spread the word on upcoming bus stops,

please contact Jenny or Grace on 02 8966 8557. We also list

the upcoming bus stops on our Facebook events page and on

our website.

 

Completed visits in 2019:
Inverell, Ashford, Tingha

Lake Cargelligo

Muswellbrook and Murrurndi 

 

Our upcoming visits:
Bowraville: 6th August (Anglican Church Hall Bowraville)

Toormina: 7th-8th August (Toormina Public School)

Narrandera: 17th-19th September (Narrandera Public

School)

Kempsey: 8th-9th October (Kempsey Showground)

Laurieton: 31st October-1st November (Location TBC)

 

If you are nearby, please come along and say hi to the team!

Windmill Camps
Our very popular health and wellbeing camps for kids with an NDIS package, support families

from rural and remote areas who have difficulty accessing therapeutic services for their kids.

Camp packages include a range of therapies, fun-filled activities including rock climbing and

surfing, accommodation and meals.

 

The camps help build self-confidence, create positive connections with peers and carers, and

explore new activities for kids to step outside their comfort zone.

 

The next round of camps will be in the October school holidays. We will send flyers out to each

Branch in the months leading up to the camps to help us promote it.

Above: Photos from the trip to  
Muswellbrook and Murrurndi.
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Key updates:Accommodation
Drummond House Accommodation
We have some great accommodation offerings over the Christmas period including:

Package 1 – Check in 26th Dec – 10 nights – check out 5th Jan

Package 2 – Check in 26th Dec - 5 nights - check out 31st Dec*

Package 3 – Check in 31st Dec – 5 nights – check out 5th Jan

 

Rates (including continental breakfast) are $70 per adult per night, and $35 per child (3-17 years

of age) per night. Children under 3 are free of charge. Conditions apply.

 

* Add an extra night to include New Year’s Eve for Package 2 (total 6 nights) – additional cost

$150 per room for night of 31st Dec (twin share). Additional guests sharing the same room are

$25 per guest. Subject to availability.

 

For more information call our Drummond House team on 02 9466 1700 or email

accommodation@royalfarwest.org.au 
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Keep us in the loop
Corporate Volunteering
Do you need any help with an event or fundraising? Don’t forget we now have a fabulous

collection of partners who have employees who are interested in volunteering. 

 

If you want to take advantage of any of our partnerships, contact Anna at

annab@royalfarwest.org.au or 02 8966 8500.

Let us know your dates
We enjoy staying up-to-date with your important dates including events, Branch anniversaries,

birthdays etc. To share your upcoming or important dates please email us at:

branches@royalfarwest.org.au

Who to contact for what?
 

Day-to-day/administration: Contact Kim Artery for requests for Manly staff or Board

members to attend events, updates to Branch Member details, requests for Member ID

badges, Member or Years of Service pins; requests for raffle ticket books, collateral,

merchandise, stationary supplies etc.

Governance enquiries: Contact Tara Tan for matters relating to the Branch Manual; policies

or procedures; governance/regulatory queries or issues; complaints or grievance handling

etc.

Community Fundraising & Event support: Contact Desiree Creedon for ideas or support

with community fundraising, events, new initiatives etc. NB. Please contact Kim if you
need supplies for your event or activity, or if you would like to request a
representative from the Manly office to attend an event.

  General branch enquiries

Enquiry type

  General fundraising enquiries

Email

 branches@royalfarwest.org.au

 fundraising@royalfarwest.org.au

Phone Number

1800 961 001

1800 961 001

Warmest regards,

 

The Royal Far West

Fundraising Team

Tara Tan Kim Artery Desiree Creedon


